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" .03"; Urgent business in a distant part
"of. the Territory, compels the Editor to

be absent from his post this week. This
will account ; for any ,

short-comin- or
oversights in this number. ... , - ,

''''' Design of the Originators,
! Justice requires at onr hands a vindica-

tion of those gentlemen who were'onm- -
, ally - concerned in framing the Topeka

. government -- Their positions have been
falsified so long, that many are presumed
to suppose they are telling the truth when
speaking derogatory of them. As one of

vu the original supporters of that movement
and present, and a participant in the first

meeting held in Lawrence on the 15th of
August,5' 1855, when the measure was
brought forward, and a secretary of the
meeting on that occasion ; also, pres-

ent, and advisory in the proceedings at
Big Springs on the 5th of September, when
the movement was endorsed by the Free
State party; and then a Delegate to the
Topeka Convention of the iSTih of Sep-

tember, when all the machinery was per-

fected in regard to the movement; and
being elected as one of the Territorial
executive committee who were charged

r with the entire' labor of superintending
the elections for Delegates to the Consti-

tutional Convention; and then ' endorsed

by that Convention, and further author-

ized to superintend the elections for State
officers under the Constitution, and . to
perfect the State government; 'and hav-

ing faithfully remained at -- our post,
and labored with our associates in the
direction indicated until the oath of office

was' administered, and1 the officers had
entered upon the discharge of their duties,
we think we can speak advisedly and in-

telligently on the subject. :

We stated then, that it wa3 not the in-

tention of the originators of the Topeka
Constitution to set up a revolutionary go v-

ernment in Kansas. On the contrary, we
protested against such, a position from
first to last, as did every other person con-

cerned in getting up, or carrying through
the movement.

In March, previous to the setting on foot
. of this government we had been overrun

by an armed body of men from Missouri,
who took charge of our franchise, and by
violence drove the honest electors from
the polls, and exercised for themselves
the rights of citizens. The Legislature

' elected by this outrageous interference,
had, ia'J July,' enacted their 'villainous
code, and were laboring to inforce that
code upon the people of Kansas. It was
then, when surrounded by all those de-

pressing circumstances, that the plan was
devised to frame a State Constitution.
At tho same time of voting for its adop-

tion, it was determined to secure the sig-

natures of alln persons who voted in its
favor to a petition to Congress, praying
that body for a redress of grievances by
adopting

'
that instrument as the1 funda-

mental law of Kansas. It wa3 believed

that Congress would cheerfully avail itself
of that methed of relieving us from ty-

rannical government, imposed upon us by
the Missouri . invasion. Never was an
idea entertained that the government thus
set "up, would 'either come in collision
with the Territorial government. It was
considered a peaceable, harmless measure,'
and that it had no legal existence until
legality and vitality were both given to it
by act of Congress. "

.Jit was because of its
character that we protested so loudly
against interference with it by federal offi-

cers, ia July of 1856, 'under Gov. Shan-

non, and this was our strong point before
the country; that we contemplated doing
nothing but preserving our organization as
a State until Congress should finally dis-

pose of the question. . . .

5 We recollect a speech made' by us at
Metropolitan Hall, in Rock ford, HI., in
April of 1856, and "the evening after;, at

- South Market Hall, in Chicago, in which
'we took, the position here maintained.
The files of the Herald of IVeedom while
we sustained that measure, will show us
as occupyin g the same position.
v When r Congress rejected the Topeka

Censti ration," and aV formidable party,
which had made its' endorsement by Con-

gress one of the chief planks in its plat-- s

form, and that party was defeated; and
the Democratic party, with its four years
lease ofthe government was imposed upon
us, who were known to be hostile to it
then it was thought proper that we should

- abandon it for something practical It
was then we pronounced it igneus fatuus,
and "begged oar friends to follow it no lon-

ger, is we had no further ,hope of relief
- under-- i as art adherance' to - it , would
',; preveel our locking for relief , through

" 'another quarter. '. : ;
" Of the seven members "of the Territo
rial Executive Committee, to wit: J. H.
Lane, G. W. Smith, a K. Ilolliday, P. C.
Schuyler," G. W. Brown; J. K, Goodin
and Marcus J. Parrott we were and ever

"have been,-wit- h the exception of Gen.
Lane, h unit on these matfcri Of the
Stale officers they, have mainly agrec4

- with u, but Mr, Cutler, the Auditor,
whose name is hardly knowr in Kansas,
and has rarely been mentiontcLoutside of

"

it . Of the Judged Mr. Conway was" the
only one whostood up in its support.

' Leaking over the signatures attached to
the isstrununttte ether day we fosad that

every prominent name, save that of Judge
Conway, took the same view of i above
expressed, and that it was abandoned long

ago as an impracticability. , .

' Of its late supporters, who have clung

to i$ with such pertinacity, and.whose
hopes of freedom, anJ even of iminortal-- .

ity, seemed centered ia i there were

none,', we believe, but Gen. Lane, who

were originally concerned in its adoptiop,

Phillips and Iiedpath, and .Thacher, anl
)Intdn, all were new mers, who knew

little of the feelings of those who were

engaged in its conception, or the motives

of those who called it into being. Gov.

Robinson, Lieut Gov. Roberts, Secretary

of State Schuyler, and Treasurer Wake-

field, all saw it was futile to hope for

anything under the organization, and if
any of them adhered to the government
until a late day it was against the convic-

tions of their own judgments" knowing
that ho good would grow out of it They
held on to it, that it might not be dis-

graced by. Its professed twelve-hou- r

frieuas. '
. . .

.. ... . .

As we stated two weeke ago, that gov-

ernment if such i t can be called, has
committed suicide; it is among the things

of, the past- - Reminiscences connected
with it are instructive, and useful It
remained above ground too long, however,
and has become a reproach and a by-wo-

because of the tenacity with which some

men clung to ita festering corpse. ;
. A, Candidate for the Baiter., y.'

. The citizens of Leavenworth,' in view

of the . probability of the acceptance by
Congress of the Lecompton Constitution

thought it proper to obtain, if possible,

the views of the candidates
for the Legislature in Leavenworth coun-

ty,' under the Lecompton Constitution, in
regard to the frauds committed at the
election on the 4th of January, and also
to learn whether they would, with a full
knowledge that they were elected by
fraud, take their seats in the State Legis-

lature, should Calhoun give them certifi-

cates of election. To that end a meeting
was held in that city on the evening of

the 13th ult, and a committee, consisting

of Geo. n. Shotwell, M. M. Jewell, J.
M. Dickson, and G. W. Hogsboon,' all
good citizens, was appointed to obtain the
desired information. ". , j,

, This committee, in the performance of
their duty, addressed a note to John H.
Millar, of Wyandott, one of the ry

fraudulently elected members of
the Legislature, desiring, in brief, an an-

swer to the question whether, in the event
a certificate of election should be given
him by John Calhoun, he would accept
the office and attempt to perform the
duties thereof. ; In the last number of the
Kansas City, Mo., Journal of Commerce,

we find a somewhat lengthy reply to the
question propounded, over the signature
of Mr. Millar. The following is an ex-

tract from hi3 letter : ; '

"Frauds may have been perpetrated at
the the recent election, but of that I am
iot tho judge no man can be a judge in
his own case, and respecting as I do, Vie

trill of Vie majority expressed through the
ballot box, should I receive a certificate
of election, I cannot do otherwise than
take a seat in' the Legislative Assembly
until my case is passed upon adversely by
my peers the body of which I shall be a
member. I abide by the laws ; it is only
law breakers who fear, their supremacy.""

It was hoped that all the persons de-

clared elected by means of those fraudu-

lent returns, would have sufficient honor,
after being made acquainted with the
facts, to follow the example set by one of
their number a few weeks since, who pub
lished a card' in the Leavenworth papers
str ting that sufficient fraudulent votes had
been proven to have been.- - polled to de-

feat him, and he could not, therefore, ac-

cept of an office to which he was not hon-

estly and fairly elected. But from the
above extract it would appear , that we
have been disappointed.- - What f "respect
the will of the majority," and Still accept
of 'an office, whenit has been clearly
proven by the oaths of the. judges of one
of the election precincts, that he was fair-

ly and honestly defeated ! Is it possible
that the party of Leavenworth
county have been running for the Legisla-

ture a man (?) who is so corrupt as the
above extract would seem to indicate.
On the same principle that he lays down
in thi3 case, he would accept if John Cal-

houn, or any other infamous rogue clothed
with authority, should tender him a certi-

ficate of election, if. every man in the
county should come up and solemnly
swear that he never voted for hinu

We venture to say that the ry

party of Leavenworth county . values ita
reputation too highly to allow this scape-

grace, or any of his associates, to go into
an office by reason1 of those" infamous
frauds. . If they have nor, the Free State
men have.: .". r; : ; r i : .

We do . not like to advise, even in
casts of the most aggravating character,
the punishment of any man in a violent or
illegal : manner ; but we do believe that
when a being becomes so destitute of
principle, and of even the symptoms of
manhood, as John EL Millar was when ha
replied to the question of that committee,
with' all the facts before him, it ia no
longer a man. - We can't call it a brute,
for we don't want to disgrace the brute
creation. In a case of this kind we don't
know but it might bo doing a great favor
to those who are to come after us, as well
a3 ourselves, to moderately place a rope
around its neck and very gently pull it up
the limb of a tree, and thus save the pres-

ent community the trouble of giving the
critter a name, and future generations the
disgrace of being compelled

"

to live
with its progeny."

(

'

We have reason to hope that the re-

maining members will show themselves
to be met, and will come out and frankly
say, that they will never take an of-

fice obtained in that maimer, and thus
prove by their acta, that they were not
parties to the commission of those outra
geous frauds, f

OCT Tha news from Washington is of
very : little importance. The latest we
have, is a dispatch from Washington,
dated Feb. 24, by which, we learn that the
Lecompton Constitution had been made
the special order cf the day for Monday
last, ia the Sacat. - J 7 :

: fat,- . TteKew Folicr. - .

It is now said that the Free State men

of Kansas must rally around the Consti

tutional Convention as the only measure

of deliverance in case - the Lecompton

Constitution passes'.Congresa. " This is put
forth by a certain obscure journal claim

ing to be the legitimate organ of the Free
State - V "party. ! '. - -

It is; proposed to odk at this question

briefly, in order to determine whether this
s"really the policy of the Free State peo

ple of Kansas, in the exigency above re-

ferred " '
to. ; ' '

In taking this ground what has hereto

fore been known as theTopeka branch of

the Free State party, give up their old
idol-r-th- Topeka Constitution and gov--J

eminent and the "blood stained banner,"
with all its glorious associations is ta
ken from tha'"mast-head- ,: therefore "we

cannot go back of the present timeip jn- -

sider the legitimacy or illegitimacy of tiat
organization or refer to any measures here
tofore known as the policy of the," Free
State party, but. must take the proposi-

tion as it is, as another step to be . taken
towards securing the freedom of Kansas.

As such, it is open for argument;" as such,

it must be be adopted or rejected by the
people of this Territory. . - r

The first question to be considered: ' Is
the measure proposed apractical one? Is
it feasible ? If not, it is supreme folly to
be wasting the energies of the Free State
party in securing its adoption.1 In our
opinion it b not practical, feasible or ex
pedient Why? Simply because it will

be but a new edition of the Topeka Con-

stitution and government It will be a
government outside of that which ' is re-

cognized by the General Government,

and as such carTnever succeed unless by
successful revolution not only against the
Constitutional ' authorities of the State,

but of the United States. . ; .

The Topeka government only had to

contend with a Territorial Government:

the Constitution proposed to be made the
the single and exclusive - point around
which the people cf Kansas are to rally,
and the exclusive subject of their loyal
devotion, will, be brought into antagonism
and will have to contend with a State
government strong in its own inherent
energy supported by the arm of the
neighboring State3, and the' mighty power
of the General Government If the To-

peka government failed in its contest with
the informal crude Territorial organiza-

tion, when such government was baptized
in the blood of martyrs to the cause of
freedom, and loved with a religious zeal
and devotion by the peSple, how can it
be expected that a Government, entirely
destitute of these associations can stand
against the combined power of the States
and the General Government In this
regard, it will he less promising in its
results than the Topeka government -

These men, or journals, that talk about
successfully resisting the power of the
United States are mad. The sober sense
of the people repudiate such an idea.
We do not mean to be understood that
under some circumstances tho people of a
State or Territory would not be justified
in opposing by force the dictation and con-

trol of the. General Government, but in
such case, it clearly should be the only
alternative left, and the chances ofsuccess
duly ' weighed ' before 'hand. To 'rebel,
certainly to be crushed, is not the better
part of reason or wisdom. If the people
of Kansas had no exit from the thraldom
attempted to be imposed upon them by
the present corrupt and unscrupulous Ad-

ministration,- except absolute rebellion,
then the proposition to make the new
Constitutional Convention the exclusive
measure, of relief might receive a more
favorable consideration. Our view of the
matter is this: The opposition in Congress
to the consummation of the Lecompton
scheme are" working against odds. .The
Administration is powerful, and will use
its whole combined force to put this Con
stitution through Congress. . This being
the case it became the duty of the people
of this Territory who are directly con
cerned in the issue, to strengthen as much
as possible the arm of the opposition in
their efforts to vindicate our right to

So far as the people here
could act in the premises they have acted
to the end of defeating the tyranny that
is 'impending. In this behalf nearly all
the people of thh . Territory . subjected
themselves to the humiliation of voting
for officers under that much abhorred
Constitution. Their object was to get
control of the ' government so that in the
event of the adoption of that instrument
by Congress, the power under it could not
be wielded against us; and further it was
belie v d that by' taking possession of the
State g yemment filling the various offi- -.

ces therein with tried Free State men, the
Administration would not attempt to force
Kansas into the Union. The object of
Buchanan and the party he represents
being, evidently, to make Kansas practi-

cally, so far as government could make it
so, and not nominally a Slave State.
The election waa participated in as a fur-

ther assurance against the success of Cal-

houn's - policy, and also an argument
against the admission of Kansas- - under
the Lecompton Constitution, Our people
also assisted in another way to defeat that
scheme in congress. At the extra session
called by Gov. Stanton, a law was passed
to punish frauds and forgeries in elections
and election returns, and another submit-
ting the aforesaid constitution to the bona

file' residents of the Territory "

for their
approval cr rejection; and still another at
the regular session of the Legislative As-
sembly, providing for the investigation
of frauds and forgeries "actually commit-- ;

ted, to the end of bringing the perpetra-
tors to justice, and of showing to the
world what villainy has been brought into
the service of the ry party "of

this Territory. . -
? .

;. ;A11 this served to put argument in the
mouths of the gallant 4 defender of the

'right in the Halls of Congress. With the
overwhelming testimony in" favor of the
Free State eause, ths Administration per-

sists in its purpose to-- foree upon this peo-

ple thai odious Lecompton Constitution.

It is then conceived that a new constitn-ticn- al

movement may do servica against
LeceisptGB, and another argument is to

be put into the mouths of the Opposition.

It desired Jto get this Constitution that
is to be framed before Congre?3 if possible,

stamped with the approval of the people.

before . the Lecompton Constitution ? is
adopted.

" If the Administration should
by this means be defeated, this new Con

vention will have accomplished tglorious
mission; if-i- t succeeds, notwithstanding
this measure, wa eay then that ktr policy

and our only r&isonaUe aiiipractical 'policy

ie to taJzs (hi yenernment vnder that Lecomp-to- n

Constitidion and, through it provide for
the adoption of a newConitiitica for pit.

State of Kansas. - - - : - . 1

No sane man who has the welfare and

interests of this people, and the peace of
the trountry- - at heart,, will seriously urge

the contrary.5 Those whd ulesire to keep
up tnis turmoil ana 6true in rtansas, lor
the purpose of aiding to .triumph political

parties outside of the Territory, may dif
fer with us. "We have no desire but to.

see the question that has convulsed this
country from its organization as a Territo
ry up to this time, finally settled.' We
desire 'to see the spear turned into prun
ing hooks and the sword beaten into plow

shares, and the noble occupation: of the
husbandman prosper. We hope to hear
of . no more war or - rumors of war
upon our plain, or within our borders.
Let the common sense of the people pre
vail, and this issue will be ended without
further strife. Let the designs of politi-ticia- ns

triumph, and Kansas will be the
foot ball for political parties outSKle of
the Territory for three or four years to

''come. -

Citr Eloction. '""
' The election for city officers, under the
the Lawrence City Charter granted by the
late Territorial Legislature, came off on
Monday last, and was participated in by
all our citizens. From the earnestness
with which the people entered into the
contest, one would have supposed that
some great political principle was at stake.
The only issue made, 'we believe, was
Conservatism against Radicalism, and we
are proud to say that the whole conserva-

tive ticket, with one exception, was elect-

ed by a respectable majority. Below we
give the figures :

.

'
-

. Mayor. Cr W. Babcock, J264; James
Blood, 173. --

. Councilmen. R. Morrow, 285; P. .EL

Brooks, 200; E. S. Lowman, 280; L. C.
Tolles, 299; John G. Haskell 280; M.
Hartman, 260; Henry Shanklin, 266; A.
J. Totton, 269; S. W. Eldridge, 377; A.
H. Mallory, 216; L. Bullene, 275; F. A.
Bailey, 288; George Ford, 173; William
Hutchison, 141; G. W. Hutchison, 175;
V. W. Kimball, 146 ; G. H. Crocker, 111;
S. C. Harrington, 168; Hiram Burnett,
158; D. H. Weir, 119; Samuel Kimball,
159; Alonzo Fuller, 162; John Oldham,
154. "

' City . Marshal j; Cracklin, 228; D.
Upham, 203."

Recorder. J. P. S. Otterson, 286; E.
Clark, 139. -

City Attorney. Wm. B. Parsons, 234;
C II. Branscomb, 189.
" Treasurer. Wesley H. Duncan, 268;
B. W. Woodward, 161.

Assessor. Silas Green, 271; H. F. Par-
ker 164. - ' .

City Clerk
'
Caleb S. 'Pratt, 291; S. C.

Russell, 137. . , .

.City Engineer. A Cutler, 252; A. D.
Searl, 184. ; , , r

' Street Comm. A.. D. Searl, 224; A. Cut-

ler, 31; C. A. Pease, 158., "
.

: Scliodl Trustees. John M. Coe, 258; B.
Johnson, 19o; T. D. Thacher, 196; Al-

bert Newman, 196.

The Central Courier. ,

e We have received .the prospectus of a
paper about to be started at Emporia,
Kansas,1 by W. G. Holdeit, bearing the
above title. ' The editor informs us that it
will be a ',' Free State journal, Republican
in its sympathies, and strictly reliable on
the great issues of Kansas, and in favor of
the greatest amount of human freedom;
yet it will, discard those personal attacks
on individuals and journals which hae
made other presses a reproach in the Ter-

ritory." : ' ' '; , -
;

For the benefit of the people of that
section of the Territory ..we would state
that lit. Holder is a reliable Free State
man, good and worthy citizen, and one in
whom they can safely confide their inter
ests. He lays down a good platform, and
we doubt not he ; will live up to it G.
W. Holder ia not . the man who will
preach one thing and practice another.

.The interests of the central part of the
Territory demand a paper of this stamp
a reliable Free State paper and ;Mr.'
Holdex is just the man for the emergen-

cy. We hope the citizens of that section
will sustain this "new enterprise which
they will do if they know their true in-

terests. It requires capital
1 to publish

a paper in this country, and we 6hall ex-

pect to see the citizens of. central Kansas

come up to the work, and proffer their
assistance. They will bear in mind that
it is not the publisher of the paper who
makes the r

money," . but " the property
holder. . ..

:The paper is to bo of the medium size,
aod printed on new type. Terms two
dollars on receipt of the first number. .

Commendable. ". ..

The Leavenworth Daily limes, says
that W. H. COLS, Jr., one of the ry

"candidates in that county for the
Legislature under the Lecompton Swindle,
has decided that enough fraudulent votes
have been proven to have been cast for him
at the election on the 4th of January to
defeat him, and that, like an honorable

man he has published aletter in the Ledger

saying that he will resign his seat should
Calhoun tender him his certificate. It is
believed that other candidates will follow

his example. This action of Mr. Cole
gives a majority of the Legislature to the
Free State - candidates, even though all
the fraudulent votes are counted.

fjr Wa have seen a statement signed

by John Calhoun, published in , the New
York papers, in which he says that if the
judges of the election at Delaware Cross,

ing will place in his hands an affidavit to

the effect that the Te turns of thatprecinet
as presented to him, are fraudulent, they
shall be rejected, and the certificates given
to the; Free State candidates. He "also

says that he has "written to Gov; Dexvtb
to obtain the .affidavits of the judgea.f ;

; ; ., .. "V- - "
; --

C5 Several important communications
are crowded out this week. v -

- Aa Adreatsrt, ''r- -

. W were ' aroused -- cni Tuesday even-

ing last bythe loud and continued roaring

of cannon. which.seemed to be in the di-

rection of the river. at a Joss to

know wnatit could .mean.- - Meditated
little, and finally concluded that we were

being bombarded by the Border RufSans.

Shaking - in our boots .(from: the effects

of the cold weather,' cf course) we went
forth , into the open air "as" brave as a
sheep," determined tsH--r- un if necessary.

Jude our surprise at hearing, immediate
ly after the cannon had been emptied of

an unusually large load, three loud and

hearty cheers for the Conservative ticket
We were no' longer in f suspense all af

once we ceased shakingand, swinging

our old beaverpverour ead, weJnvolun-taril-y

sang out at the top of bur' voice,
M Hip ! hp I Tiurra Y Tes,' there "was nd
more questionabout it, the boys'! were
having "a time" over the great conserva-

tive triumph at th e city election. Al-

though we felt happy to see the " boys"
so jubilant over the result of tho election

till we were mortified mortified be-

cause there . were - not some Border
Ruffians near at hand that we might pitch
into and annihilate. Were . just getting
courageous, brave, ferocious could hard-

ly hold ourself were ready to die for our
country, that is, provided always, that
it could be done fairly and honestly, and
no "sculduggery" practiced, in front of
the Morrow House,' when surrounded by
an army of our citizens. But we finally
cooled off and went home, singing on the
way,-"0- , I'm a hero." -

r - , . A Kew Paper.- - ,

We learn that a new paper, to be called

the Western Metropolis, will be started in
Wyandott in a few weeks. The material,
which is entirely new, is on the ground.

The Register and Citizen have gone down.

The Metropolis, avoiding the shoals on

which the others have stranded, will no
doubt be liberally sustained by the prop-

erty holders there, without which no pa-

per can be sustained at any new point in
Kansas. ' There is not a paper in the Ter-

ritory which has made a paying thing of
itself it must have extraneous aid, with-

out which it will not Survive its chrysalis
state. We speak from experience in this
matter, and to our friends , in Wyandott
we would say : If the Metropolis proves to
be such a paper as your demands need
if it shall prove to be a live paper, devoted
to' and struggling to advance your local
interests, by all means sustain it, whether
it meets your approbation in every re-

spect, or ,otherwise. The publishers are

strangers to us, but we understand their
interests are identified with the Territory,
and with the locality which they have se-

lected for their enterprise, and that they
will labor unremittingly to advance the
best interests of all , In politics they will
be Independent I'ree State, with Republi-
can proclivities. " Success to them

7 Ikm with the Disorganize.
' There seems to be a disposition on the
part of some to set at defiance tho action

of the County, Convention of Tuesday
last, and put on the track some new candi-

dates in connection with some of .those
already in the field, for . members of, the
Constitutional Convention, y We hope
that the good sense of the people will put
the veto en any attempt of this kind.
The ticket put in nomination was a com-

promise of the different elements of the
Free State party, and. as such should
receive the support of the party. We
confess that some of the nominees don't
exactly suit us, but still that will not jus-

tify us in trying to defeat them. It would
do no harm at this time to remember the
assertion of Gen. Laxe; that " He ' who
would attempt to divide us, is a traitor to

the cause of Freedom; is a friend to that
party that has for three years oppressed,
ridiculed and trodden under foot the Free
State men of Kansas, and the rights of a
freepeople." ."' '

It is the duty of the Candidates of the
different elements to see that their friends
bring no new candidates into the field,
and we shall hold them . responsible if it
ia done, and will treat them accordingly.

' ' Counrj- - Convention.

A Delegate Convention of the Free
State party of Douglas county was held
in Lawrence on the 20th inst, for the
purpose of putting in nomination candi-

dates for Delegates to the Constitutional
Convention, to be voted for on Tuesday
next The following are the nominees : :

J. S. Emory; S. N. Wood, M.,F. Con-

way, rT. D. Thacher, Lawrence ; C. H.

Branscomb, Wm.R.Monteith, Lecompton;
E. Scudder, J.M. Shepherd, Washington;

"

A. Cole, J. L. 3rown, Calhoun.
w

A majority of these candfdates are good

and true Free State men, and will do all
in their power to give the people just
such a constitution as they want We
hope they may have sufficient influence

in the convention to crush the effort that
will undoubtedly be made by certain are
to-b- e delegates, whom we could easily

name, to "cram do wn" the throats of the
Free State men of Kansas, an instrument
which they utterly abhor and detest We
shall live in hope. ' r :

" v ; " ' y

.J
"'

. lire at SvLeaJe. ; .. - '

, Ote cf the most horrible catastrophiea

that we have read of for some - time, oc-

curred in St Louis, at about 3 o'clock on

the morning of the 20th ult The Pacific

Hotel together with a drug store and other
buildings were . burned to the ground.

About fifty ' persons, who were stopping
at the "Pacific." were burned to death.
The account of the calamity and the ap

I pearance of the dead bodies as they were
taken, from the 'burning embers, as pub-fish-

in the St Louis papers, U truly
heart --rending The . fire is supposed to
have originated in the drug store adjoin-b-g

the "Pacific" - ' .ui : A
.' ' '."":- - Howlead H11,J;,' JJ.";',:

Senator Johnson, of.Tennessee, has ln
trod need into t the Senate & homestead

land bil givicgto every head of a family

who. shall settle n aid cultivate' for five

successive years, 160 acres of public land.
Tho bill ought to become a law. U' Kj

fjr We will publish in our next the
laws regulating the trganizatioa ef conn

tiea. end townships, to Uie exelusios of
ether natters.

K titoj in Johnaoa Coonty. .

-: Pursuant to previous call by the Coun-

ty Committee, a Delegate Convention of

the Free State party of Johnson county,
met at Gardner on Feb. 20th, for the pur-

pose of selecting candidates for the Con-

stitutional Convention, to be - held in
March next'C f,', : X' ': ;.- ;'f:" " f

The Convention was 'organized" by aj
pointing Benj. Dare temporary Chairman
arid H. T. Paton temporary Secretary. A
committee cf three, coasisting cf Jas. BC

Alexander, Wm. Tuttle, and C L. Dille,
was then appointed on credentials. The
Committee reported seventeen. Delegates
in attendance. The convention was there
permanently organized by electing Jas.
F. Legate Chairman, and Jas. B Alexan-
der Secretary.

The convention then proceeded to bal
lot for cdidateVwhich'resulfed "in tnT
nomination of Messrs. 'D. Pickering, cf
MeAmbh; ChaavMayo, of Olathe, and J."
D. Allen,' of Shawnee. - ' . .

On motion a new Central County Com-

mittee, consisting of Messrs. Calvin r,

a F. Hill, C. L. Dilly, 0. B. Gard-

ner, J,: B. Hovey, J. F, Legate, was ap-

pointed.--. :
' "

. . :

The convention was then addressed by
Dr. Davis j after which, Benj. F. Dare in
the chair, Messrs. C. Storrs, Jr., J. 0. Da-

vis and Jas. F. Legate, were appointed a
committee to draft resolutions. During
the ; absence of the committee the con-

vention was entertained by a speech from
Mr. Seymour, of the Territorial Legisla-
ture,,, .,'...., - , ;. ; ;

- The committee on resoluti"i-- s reported
the following, which were &d ; ted :
' Resolved, That the'instrument now be-
fore Congress, called the Lecompton Con-
stitution, under which the enemies of the
welfare of Kansas are urging that body to
admit this Territory as one among the
States' of this great Commonwealth, in
our opinion represents the sentiment and
intere.-t-J of but '.a very small portion of
the citizens of the Territory, and was
framed in part by thoce forefgn both to
the wellbeing as well as the soil of Kan-
sas. - ',

Resolved, That we repose confidence ia
Dillon Pickering, Charles Mayo, and Jas.
D. Allen, as Delegates to. the Constitu-
tional Convention, 60on ' to convene, be-
lieving that they will discharge their du-
ties faithfully, and reflect the voice of the
people of Johnson county. .

Resolved, That in thi3 Delegation, free
labor, free speech, free territory, and an
untrammeled elective franchise, will find
sterling advocates. ..

The following was offered by Mr. Le-

gate, and adopted r
Resolved, That the Delegates selected

by this Convention, or some one of them,
be requested to be present at the Dele-
gate Convention of Douglas county, and
ask them to coincide in the nomination,
and to pledge to them our support for
such candidates as they shall present
: On motion, it was ordered that the pro-
ceedings of this convention be published
in the Lawrence Republican and Herald of
IVeedom. On motion, adjourned.

v JAS. Fr LEGATE, Chairman. '

. Jas. B. Alexaxder, Sec'y.

r . , ; For fAe Herald of Freedom.
, Jieeting of Women at Moneka.

. --
. , Moseka, Feb. 20, '58.

Fbiesd Bbowk: The following reso-

lutions were passed at a meeting of the
women of this place last Saturday.

The timely stand , they have taken in
securing their own rights in the forth-

coming State, and the recommendation of
precluding the distillation of liquor, and
the throwing open the doors of Halls of
Education are all well calculated to arouse
the attention of the thinking, and the co-

operation of, the true statesman. ,'
. .,

Let the women of. the' Territory but
take up these subjects in earnest, and a
State Constitution may be framed up to
the spirit of the times, and one which the
people will not out-gro- w during a com-

mon life time. ' .

The invitation extended to the public
speakers of the State I trust-wi- ll be reit-

erated by all the well wishers of Kansas
in the future. . '

' But to the resolutions :

Resolved, That' we 'will exert what in-

fluence we can over the public sentiment
of the Territory, that the- - Constitution
about to be framed may. prohibit the dis-
tillation of all alcoholic liquors within
its boundaries forever. ; v? . ,

Resolved, That we will invite to our
Territory such womea lecturers as are ac-

customed to public speaking, to labor with
us in procuring this desirable 'end; and
will sustain them when they come.

Resolved, That Kansas can not be truly
free while the words white and kale
are found within the limits of her Con-
stitution. ;.

' Such friend Brown are the sentiments
of the women of Moneka and vicinity; and
they are in earnest They "have organized
a society," elected their officers, and are
raising a fund to carry on their opera-
tions. ' ' "' - ; ;;

. They mean to deserve their " rights
whether they get them or not ; ;

l And should the people adopt a liberal
Constitution, as suggested,'" Kansas would
add imm ensely to her character for justice,
and double both her moral and intellect-
ual power. . Yours,' for progress,

t JOHN O. WATTLES.

. : ;r Tecnraaeh G irr. Slectioa.
election for the city officers of Te.

cuniseh'came off on Feb. 20th. Two sets
of candidates were in the field for the va-

rious offices,: and they entered into the
contest with a hearty good will The
successful party elected their candidate
for Mayor by three votes. The Spectator
says that the result gives, general satisfac-

tion, r Below we give the names of the
successful candidates: ; ; ' !

Jior --CaledB. Clemen.' f
5

.

: CouneUmeiyL W, MartiD, Wm. Sou
daoi B,;D. Castleman, --yti H. Burkshire,
John Gage, M.r C Brewster, Jas. Law
rence, Sam. Delman, and E. Hcogland. :

A Kew Cam. " "
:

: A friend suggests a new name for a class
of men in Kansas, who' aeera intent on
forcing an Clegai government on the peo--

Ipje, Jla - thinks . that ' of 1GastopocV,
would become them bst an animal
made up wholly cf belly and feet,-witho-

brarci "' We fhali'Dot xu6 '' the term, for
we are sure some of the politicians in
Lawrence who have , been intent cn
forcing a city go vernment on the people
here. in defiance of law, would think we
designed .' to be personal, when it would
te the" farthest thing i ia the world from

our ioieniiens, even if by a slip cf the pen
we should use the terra.tv;'- - " ;

-

Got. Denver's iloiaaje, '
. .

tetring the act removing Va Seat cf Gxs
'' . , emmeriL -

.
"

To the House of Representatives cf the
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
Kansas. - . : '

- GESTLzatEsr: Herewith: I return with
out approval, a bill entitled An Act to
remove and permanently locate the sesi
of Government": . - ; : -

The 31st section of the . Orcranie Act
declares; "That the Seat of Government
nf said Territory is hereby locttad temi
powrilv at Fort Leavenworth; and that
sucn portions ot tue puuue ouiiamgs as
may not be actually used andj needed for
military purposes, may be occupied and
used, under the direction of the Governor
and Legislative Assembly, for such

as'taay 1 required under the
provisions of this act!!.. Notwithstanding
that Governor Reeder thought proper to
convene toe .Legislative Assembly at tee
town of Pawnee, under that clause of the
22 d aection of-th- same act, which de
clares that "The persons, thus elected to
the Legislative Assembly shall meet at
Pawnee on. Monday "the 2d day of July,
1855, as required by the Governors' pro-
clamation, they adjourned, and held the
balance of the session at the Shawnee
Man ael Labor School ' This action was
had on the 6th, and they- - were to meet
again at the place appointed fas they did)
on the 16th day of July, 1855. During
that session the Legislative " Assembly
passed an act locating the permanent Seat
of Government at the Town of Lecomp
ton. - ; :.

On the 3d March, 1855, Congress ap-
propriated twenty-fiv- e thousand dollars
for the erection of public buildings in
Kansas " Provided, said money, or any
part thereof, or any portion of the money
heretofore aijnroDriated for this TjurDose.
shall not - be expended until the Leg
islature of said ' Territory shall have
fixed bylaw the permanent Seat of Gov-
ernment" " This was " done by the act
before referred to, fixing : it at the town
of Lecompton; and thereupon the money
thus appropriated; was applied to the
"erection of public buildings for the use
of the Legislature of the. Territory.' of
Kansas." " The ' same Legislature also
passed an 'act fixing the second Monday
in January," 1857, as the time, and 4 the
Seat of Government" as th? place for the
meeting of the Legislative Assembly, and
an explanatory act designating the first
Monday in January of each year after
1857, as the time of meeting. f

Downto the beginning of the present
session the above was all the legislation
ever had on this aubject, and it will le
seen that the act of Congress cf March 3,
18oo, is the only one giving to the Legis-
lature of this Territory any authority to
act in the premises. That act assumes
the character of a contract, in which Con-

gress agreed to make certain expenditures
on condition that the Territorial Legisla-
ture should first do a certain thing. The
conditions were complied with ' by both
parties, and consequently, the Legislature
of the Territory, did, at that time, exhaust
all the power ever given them over the
subject-- - Until further authority is given
them, therefore, by act of Congress, the
matter is entirely beyond your control.

In the preamble to the bill before me,
it is asserted that, "A body ofmen assum-
ing to be the representatives of the peo-

ple have located said Seat of Government
at the town of Lecompton, a place ill
suited to the wants and conveniences of
the people, and the natural location thereof-b-

eing such as to condemn it as accep-
table to the people for the permanent
Capital of the Territory.'1' and further that
"the ' people of the Territory, through
their duly elected representatives, by vir-
tue of the organic act, have the undoubted
right and power to remove,' at any time,
the Seat of Government thereof, to such
point or place as shall be deemed for the
best interest and convenience of the whole
people," therefore it is for these reasons,
proposed to remove the Seat of Govern-
ment from the town of Lecompton to the
town of Mmneola, and all the officers are
required to remove their offi- - to that
place "before the 1st day of 'April next
The terms "permanent capital of theTer-ritory,- ".

and "Seat of Government," are
here used as synonymous.' '
; The members of the present Legisla-
ture convened, for the present session at
Lecompton, and the only act you there
carried out, of a legislative character, was
to adopt the following preamble and joint
resolutions by a unanimous vote of the
Council, and by a vote of 22 to 2 in the
House of Representatives : r - i

"Whereas the Lecislature of the Ter
ritory of Kansas fs required by the statutes
to meet at the Capital of said Territory to
hold their several sessions; and; whereas,
the halls provided for the holding of the
annual session of said Legislature are in-

convenient in point of distance from each
other, as well aa uncomfortable "and un-

suitable, they being open and cold,' and
destitute of .committee and other neces-
sary rooms for tho transaction of the legit
imate business- of the Legislature; and,
whereas, there is a general lack ofsuitable
accommodations7 for members and officers
of said Legislature; arid, whereas, suitable
accommodations can readily be obtained
in other points in the Territory; therefor.

Be it resolved by the Governor: and
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
Kansas, That we do ad journ at 1 o'clock
this evening, to meet in Lawrence, K." T',
on Friday, January 8, 1833, at 12 o'clock
M., to hold the remainder of the present
session, and that the Secretary of the Ter-
ritory be requested to T procure suitable
rooms for the accommodation of said Leg-
islative- Assembly in said city of Lawr-

ence,1" -' s. j.'X"
Having approved that resolution, and

thereby fully r recognized the, validity of
the laws under which we have been act-

ing, I am not now prepared to take it back,
and solemnly declare that what I then as
solemnly asserted to be true is untrue.
The location of the. Seat of Government
at the town of Lecompton has beeu ac-
knowledged by the General Government
by the expenditure cf money for the erec-
tion of public buildings; it was acknowl-
edged by me when I kept the Executive
office there; it was acknowledged by you
when you convened , there; it was ac-

knowledged by us conjointly when we
adopted the foregoing resolution, in all of
which, in my opinion, we had no other
alternative, and neither before or since
that time has Congress given us any au-

thority to change it. - - -

The "adjournment from Lecompton to
this place was as alleged for the want of
suitable or sufficient accommodations.
The temporary removal of the Legislature
in July, ISoo. from Pawnee to Shawnee
Manual Labor School, itjs alleged, was
forced on the Legislature for the; reason
thai at Pawnee there ' was no place of ac
commodation, and members had to camp
out, aleep fn their wagons;

'
cr tentsand

cooa their own provisions. " The bill be-

fore me requiresHhe Territorial Seen,
whose offices are required , to be kept at
the Seat of Government, to remove from
a place" wr- ere they have 'sufficient - and
comfortable accommodations, to, appoint
where they would have to camp out,
sleep in their wagons or tenia, and cook
their own provisions,'! and that too at a
season of the year when the weather is
usually very inclement in thls latitude.
No buildings have been prepared for the
use Of the officers, cot can there be, with-

in the' month cr'six weeks intervenic,
nor have I been able to ascertain that the
town of Minseola has anything more than
a descriptive - existence on paper. If,
therefore, ihe reasons- heretofore assigned
for such removals mar be regarded sn3- -
cient, the same reasons- - are likely te exist

next, (if this proposition can be cany,
oufi and the "permanent Seat r n

I

eminent" rasy again be removed for tvj
benefit of. some, other paper town,1ict
may then be found more needy than JS
neola.
:"Tiih these" obketiocs the hm i V

withreture&l to the House in whick h
cripnated. J. W. DENVEB,

' vk o iv?8 , . Sr.t;n. n.Z:

;' J Xraa lalat Hatonxe Exposed.
" In examiaingthe testimony taken h.
tore tne ioara os commissioner?, we rJ
that' Mr. A."A. Cox testifies, "That
was a candidate for the Legislature utJ9
the Lecompton Constitution from Job
son county on the ! Democrat5c" tct
Wa3 appointed (by the Sheriff of tit
county,) deputy . to superintend
election at Spring .HilL The elecfej
passed off quietly; twenty-fou- r Free Stj
votes were polled, and six Pro shtTerj.
The ' judges of election were all Pr
slavery. After the polls closed, the jud5
delivered both sets of poll books to iii.
Cox. - ' .: :

' "He lost them that night oa his way t,
Olathe, and has never made any return
certified -- that any polls were opened a:

that place.! , What a strange accident!
M He has been at Oxford, went there ti
make a speech during the campaign, hi
could not .find, people enough to get vjcx
auatence. w -

f He thinks there are acme twelre cr

fifteen voters in the . village of Oxforj,
and from five to six hundred in tha emi
county of Johnson."

Mr. Cox is a South Carolinian, bat Uj.
terly of Kansas City, Missouri.

Elias S. Eennis, swears, "He is tit
United States Marshal for the Territcrj.
Was at Oxford in charge of a.company f
U. S. Troops, under Captain Barry, en't!
4th of January,' 1858. ' Was about ft
polls nearly-al- l day. The place of t
mg was near the Missouri State line.

- " He has been over the precinct in dj.
ferent directions, and thinks - that tact
cannot be more than 75 voters in the

preeinct (A careful census return shon
- " ' '42.) . .

"He took particular notice of the ima.
ber of people who voted that day, zi
thinks it could not - differ much froa
250.

' y '.
"The voters generally came in m&

squads voted and - immediately wta
away. A large majority of them caaa
from Missouri, and after voting, inune.
ately returned. ! ,

"He inquired at the close of the poE
how- - many votes had been polled. Tbt
judges said that they had not numbered
the names," and could not tell He tha
requested them to count the number rf

pages" written' over. " As he ; did so tb
derk commenced, to count, and one d
the judges at the same time stepped

him and the clerk, so that ne cou'i
not - see the " number of pages.
judge then stated "that there were ahcis
800 votes polled. - ' -- '

He had taken notice before, andknft
as well as they that . there were but in'
pages, and some six names on the sir!
page, and by counting the names on the

poll book as returned to Calhoun, there

would have been 270 names; The
was 738 as made to Calhoun, all h

the Democratic ticket.' . He knows that

names were added to the list after the

polls closed."
"He thought that the judges and clerh

intended committing a fraud from their

actions when the polls closed,' and knew

that if they returned any such number cf

votes as they had reported to him a pa:
fraud was conmutted. Lcavenvjorih Tina.

I - Important Teatimosr."

: We ask our people to read the follow-

ing testimony, given before a legally wa.
stituted tribunal, by witnesses under oti
and then conclude whether the Free State

party has not been subject to wrongs that
would justify a revolution. "Thetestimo.
ny was brought cut by the Board of Com-

missioners near the close of their session:
Dr. J. Sabin testified,' " That he waioi

his way to Kansas, from St Louis, abort
the 'middle of December last That oa

arriving at Jefferson City he was detained
four days. That while there he stopped
at the Virginia Hotel, where Gov. Stewart

of Missouri was boarding.5 The Sheriff

from the different counties were thereto
make returns to the Treasurer. Amonj

them were several from counties borde-
ring on Kansas. , ,
; " Frank J. Marshall came in cn his y

to Washington, but on arriving there

learned that . Walker! had resigned, the

Governorship of Kansas, and so conqluded
to return. , While he" was stopping thee
he nad frequent conversation with th
officials of Missouri, relative to his chascee
for success in tho election of Janu:ffj the

fourth." ' r " 1 f- -

"Several of the Sherifis from the bor-d-

counties, thought he .need 7 hire M

fear that Missouri boys were all right
One of them said that he was ready to

give four votes for Marshall, aud his boyt

would give five Tiundred. Another saii

his county would give the same.
".Governor Stewart said that he wei

eorry that he could not be in Kansas
that day, but he' knew that the bcyi cf

Misssuri were already. .

"Marshall said that the Administratioi
did not send out Governors such at hi
wanted, that he had twelve or fifteen trapi

set for Governor Denver, and if he dii
not get his feet into some of them. 5

would be d d singular." That I
would not remain the Governor of Kan
two weeks." ;": ; y v

He testified that he : was a Democrat
himself. ' '

- Charles God frey,! testified, "That U

was one of the county clerks of the ele-
ction at Shawnee in Johnson county, f

tha election of January 4th. Mr. J.
Ilarwood, a printer, residing in Westpor
was the other clerk. " ;

"The polls were closed' about sun-e- t
After the poll- - closed, the judges td
clerks all signed a blank sheet of pF(f'
for the purpose of having a certifies!
made out above their names at leisure.
'"The last man that voted was Y.t

Bailey, and his name 'appeared on &
poll books as number" 163, a majority
the 163 Were resident of Missouri lx

held claims in Kansss, as they Said.
' The day after election he went to

Westport, at the request of Mr. Harwooi
When ha arrived there at Col Eoorf
store, Ilarwood wa3 writing Dames on the

poll books. . He look the other set ad
eopied from Harwood, until he caught up.

Alex. S. -Johnson, (son cf Rev. Th
Johnson,) came ia and took the poll boob
cf the 21st of December, and called

I names to both of them.- He wrote three

or four hundred names and then left- -"

When he lft there were not as many
nine hundred and thirty-si- x name on tw
list"'--- - ':'-:- - ;" '.'
- C. J. FarUad, one of the judge, c3B'

firms the teatimoDy'cf Godfrey, and P
thtthe 773 names" added oa after th

name of Bailer are all at forgery.
Col Danorth was in the. room whj

these forged poll books were being nu
ou and, in reply, to a. question of Ktf-woo-

as to where the Oxford poll hoop
were, said, that thfy had --not eom tf
y tULea penu&rth Times. . ; '

' - Isacaa S.Cxner.

meat of the cw steamer bearing w
name mentioned in the caj-tio- of this ar-

ticle. We have a personal acquaintine

It is well .known that Capt Edds has
superior a1! a . steimboarmaa." Of tJ

it ... in iJiia nrl
country, i beicg in every way fulT
ified to dwetarj their dats.r'F j
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